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Letters to the Editors 





Would 50¢ a Month Justify a Division? 





Discusses Minority Report 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The minority report on the question of 
union (OUTLOOK, May 18) contains some 
statements which call forth several com- 
ments. I have never been able to see the 
“common sense’ of most of the opposi- 
tion to this question. But here are some 
arguments, evidently made in sincerity, 
which do not stand up with me: 

“Our denomination has been strictly 
southern and southern social polity and 
practices have naturally become a part 
of it.’ Now where in Scripture is there 
any basis for a sectional church molded 
into the pattern of its surroundings? 
How can the wideness of God’s mercy be 
crammed into the narrow confines of an 
isolated church? 

“I think it is extremely unwise to defy 
this public opinion and belief.’ It seems 
to me that “beginning with Moses and 
the prophets,” extending through the 
ministry of Jesus and the witness of 
Paul and all the apostles, and on down 
through the history of God’s faithful 
people. we have a record of the defiance 
of “public opinion and belief.” That is 
part of the business of the church when 
“public opinion and belief” are out of 
harmony with what we know of God. It 
may be added that “the rank and file” is 
hardly a safe and sure guide. Where 
would we be today if none of this de- 
fiance had taken place? Would our 
Presbyterian forefathers have suffered? 
Would Luther have nailed his theses to 
the chapel door? Would Jesus have gone 
to the cross? 

“During its entire history, our denomi- 
nation is, and was, composed, in the main, 
of like people, with similiar history, 
habits, traditions, and ideals. .. .’ But the 
gospel is “the power of God for salvation 
to everyorne who has faith. .. .” and here 
at this Pentecost season we think about 
the apostles preaching to men and women 
with a variety of backgrounds—Jews, 
yes, but of different nations and tongues 

—and they were brought into the church. 
And then we read that there is no dis- 
tinction, “for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” 

When it comes to litigation in the 
courts, I personally see no reason for a 
church ever going to court. If Christian 
people with their fine organization and 
their system of courts cannot come to 
decisions in Christian faith and love, 
why should courts of the world apart 
from Christ be called on to settle the is- 
sues? Church property should have been 
dedicated to the Lord through the agency 
of the church and not simply erected for 
local and private use to be called back 
whenever an action of the church does 
not suit. 

So much for the minority report. Now 
Mr. Hastings, in the letter column, men- 
tions with seeming pride that “last year 
each member of our Southern Church 
gave $13.41 to the benevolent causes of 
our church.” I submit that this amount 
does not provide sufficient grounds for 
great pride. Neither do figures always 
tell the whole story. There could be any 
number of very good reasons for this 
difference in per capita giving. 

But I further submit that, in the name 
of God, a difference of fifty cents per 


month in per capita giving is scant 
reason for maintaining divisions among 
the people of God. 

Marion F. REYNOLDS. 
Houston, Texas. 


May 18 Editorial 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have read and re-read with deep satis- 
faction the editorial in the May 18 issue. 
It is one of the finest pieces of editorial 
writing I have seen for a long time. 

It is marked by calm sanity, objective 
evaluation, and Christian brotherhood. 
The opponents of reunion may well pon- 
der its logical reasoning and its ecumeni- 
cal spirit. 

It was probably wise to point out the 
minority report against union, written as 
it undoubtedly was in all sincerity. But 
most of us feel its approach was a mis- 
taken one, completely out-dated by the 
march of events. 

Christian brotherhood should outweigh 
all considerations of economic argument, 
local tradition, or sectarian pride. 

The plea to opponents of reunion in- 
duced me to turn again to the symbolic 
account of the rising waters in Ezekiel: 
“We need not despair in our great under- 
taking, for Omnipotence is upon our side.” 

Roscoe H. VINING. 
W. Va. Tech., Montgomery, W. Va. 


Thanks for the splendid editorial, “A 
Plea to the Opponents of Reunion and an 
Admonition to Ourselves.” It is timely. 
I hope it is fruitful. 

My sorrow is great that officers in a 
Presbyterian church have found their 
ministry of such character as to speak 
of all those who favor Presbyterian re- 
union as those who work against the 
welfare of the Christian Church. ‘ 

J. LESLIE BELL. 
Oxford, Ohio. 


=] eye 
“Crass Scurrility”’? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

... 1 have been reading church papers 
for fifty years and for sheer, crass scur- 
rility I have never seen in a reputable 
religious publication the equal of your 
editorial of May 18. It is utterly unfair 
and false in its statements and conclu- 
sions regarding the articles of Judge 
Stukes and Paul Hastings, as any fair- 
minded person can see. 

You have run out of ammunition. You 
have gotten down to throwing garbage 
and mud. Why not try to realize that 
those who oppose union might after all 
have conscientious convictions and are 
neither morons nor Pharisees? . . . Wheth- 
er you like it or not, there will be a con- 
tinuing church. The Plan of Union recog- 
nizes this fact. There will be engendered 
bitterness and heartaches inevitably. You 
who favor and press for union are respon- 
sible for this agitation. ... 

Minister, I. 

' I want to commend you for the 
editorial of May 18. I thought it one of 
your best. Though your appeal to reason 
will not be heeded among the “antis’’ it 
will go a long way toward solidifying the 
“pros.” 

MINISTER, II. 
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ASSEMBLY’S 
DOCKET 


Thursday, June 4, 1953 
7:30 p.m., Opening sermon, Former Mod- 
erator Charles L. King, Anderson Audi- 
torium, Montreat, N. C. 
Election of new Moderator; reference of 
items for committee study; adjournment 
until Friday 2 p.m. 


Friday, June 5 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Standing commit- 
tees meet. 

2:00 p.m., Worship led by Hugh E. Brad- 
shaw. 

Ad interim committee reports: (1) Hym- 
nal; (2) World Missions; (3) Publications; 
(4) Retiring Ruling Elders. 

4:15 p.»m., Worship: W. B. Oglesby, Jr. 

Unfinished business until recess at 5:30. 

7:30 p.m., Popular meeting: Board of 
Women’s Work. 


Saturday, June 6 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Standing committees 
meet. 

2:00 p.m., Worship: L. I. Stell. 

Selection of place of next meeting. Ad 
interim committee reports: (1) Montreat 
College; (2) Church Property. 

Standing committee reports begin. Re- 
cess at 5:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m., Popular meeting: Board of 
Christian Education. (Under a new ar- 
rangement, only two boards are to have 
popular meetings at each Assembly.) 


Sunday, June 7 

11:00 a.m., Assembly Communion service, 
with C. Grier Davis, Asheville, N. C., 
preaching. 

3:30 p.m., Committee on Cooperation and 
Union: Greetings from fraternal delegates, 
and addresses by representatives of inter- 
church councils. 

7:30 p.m., Board of World Missions, with 
James A. Jones speaking. 


Monday, June 8 
8:30 a.m., Worship: J. P. McCrary. 
Standing committees report: 
1. Bills and Overtures 
2. Judicial Business 
3. Office of the General Assembly 
4. Minister and His Work 
5. Educational Institutions 
2:00 p.m., Worship: Thos. W. Currie, Jr. 
Ad interim report on Annuities and Re- 
lief. 
Standing committees report: 
6. Annuities and Relief 
7. Women’s Work 
8. Christian Education 
7:30 p.m., Sermon by Evangelist Billy 
Graham. 


Tuesday, June 9 
6:45 a.m., Ruling Elders’ Breakfast, As- 
sembly Inn, Edward D. Grant, Baton 
Rouge, La., speaker. 
8:30 a.m., Standing committees report: 
9. Church Extension 
10. World Missions 
11. Inter-Church Relations 
12. General Council 
Worship: Led by D. 
Moderator, Adjournment. 


J. Cumming and 





MACKAY—Elected Moderator. 


RADIO 
During the Assembly 





Three network radio programs will 
be of wide interest on the Sunday of the 
General Assembly and arrangements are 
being made to enable Commissioners to 
hear them: 

Columbia’s Church of the Air, with the 
retiring Moderator, W. A. Alexander, 
preaching, at 9:00 a.m. (EST) at Mon- 
treat and the regular time elsewhere. 

The Nationa] Radio Pulpit with John 
A. Redhead, Greensboro, N. C., the sum- 
mer minister, at 10:00 a.m. (EST). 

The Presbyterian, U. S., series of the 
Protestant Hour, with John F. Anderson, 
Jr., Dallas, Texas, at 8:30 a.m. (EST) 
over most of the 180 stations. 

. es s 


In its report to the Assembly the Di- 
vision of Radio and Television of the 
Board of Church Extension describes far- 
reaching programs that are underway 
and planned. One notable event was the 
beginning of construction of the first unit 
in a $500,000 production center for the 
Protestant Radio Center in Atlanta. 

The first unit will cost $125,000. Suf- 
ficient funds to complete the project are 
being raised by officials in this project, 
according to John M. Alexander, presi- 
dent. The venture is a cooperative one 
including Methodist, Episcopal, Presby- 
terian U. S. and USA, Lutheran churches 
and the Nationa] Council of Churches, 
Emory University, Agnes Scott College 
and Columbia Seminary. 


Mackay Named USA 
Moderator on First 


Minneapolis Ballot 


Princeton Seminary President 


Is Given Church’s High Post 


Princeton Seminary’s President John 
Alexander Mackay was elected Moderator 
of the Presbyterian, USA, General As- 
sembly, over John Watson Christie of 
Wilmington, Del., by a vote of 553-308. 

On motion of Dr. Christie the vote was 
made unanimous. 

Dr. Mackay, who was nominated by 
William T. Hanzsche, Trenton, N. J., 
pastor, was born in Inverness, Scotland, 
64 years ago. He took his college train- 
ing in Scotland but was graduated from 
Princeton Seminary. Dr. Mackay is rec- 
ognized as one of the world leaders in 
missionary and ecumenical affairs, with 
important official posts both within his 
own church and in interdenominational 
bodies. 

The new Moderator was chairman of 
the committee which drafted the signifi- 
cant “Letter to the Christian People of 
America” at the Denver meeting of the 
National Council and is looked upon as 
chiefly responsible for the document 
(OuTLOOK, Jan. 19-Feb. 16). He is also 
understood to have been the author of 
the statement on “The Reformed Faith 
and Social Concern and Action” which 
comes before both the U. S. and USA 
Assemblies for action at the current 
meetings (OUTLOOK, May 18, p. 18). 

Dr. Mackay is a member of his church’s 
Permanent Commission on Interchurch 
Relations and also on the joint negotiat- 
ing committee charged with developing 
a plan for the three-way Presbyterian 
union. 


Commission Makes Report 


The 16-man commission appointed by 
the Synod of North Carolina to hear the 
complaint of the Chapel Hill church 
against Orange Presbytery (OUTLOOK, 
May 25) has completed its work and was 
to report its conclusions, which cannot 
be debated, to the synod after this paper’s 
deadline. Information as to the decision 
was not available but synod officials in- 
dicated that there would be no need to 
call the meeting except for a possible 
appeal to the General Assembly. 








President’s Pastor Asks for 
Early Presbyterian Reunion 
Washington, D. C. (RNS)—An ap- 
peal for early union between Northern 
and Southern branches of the Presby- 
terian Church was voiced here by Ed- 
ward L. R. Elson, pastor of National 
Presbyterian (USA) church. 

In a Pentecost sermon to a congrega- 
tion that included President and Mrs. 
Eisenhower, Dr. Elson said the Chris- 
tian Church “has lost more ground by 
pet peeves, and personal jealousies of 
church members than from any other 
cause.” 

“If the Pentecostal power of the Spirit 
is not moving through a church,” he said, 
“the members ought to go to their homes 
in a soul-searching operation until all 
resentment, bitterness, envy, and _ jeal- 
ousy have been burned out by the re- 
demptive grace of Christ and men are 
reconciled to one another.” 


Eisenhower Calls for 
Militant Preachers 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—President 
Eisenhower told 250 clergymen from the 
Washington area that he liked “militant 
preachers and chaplains.” 

“IT so firmly believe that all free gov- 
ernment is soundly based on religious 
faith that I feel no one teaching moral 
standards and spiritual ideals should do 
so apologetically,” the President said. 

He drew a chorus of “amen’s” from 
the members of the Washington Minis- 
terial Union and Ministerial Alliance 
who paid their annual courtesy call at 
the White House. 

Turning to a group of chaplains who 





DESK BIBLE FOR PRESIDENT—President Eisenhower is shown here holding 

a desk R. S. V. Bible which he received from members of the Washington Ministerial] 

Union and Ministerial Alliance. (See below.) In the front row, left to right, are 

Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Albert P. Shirkey, president of the Ministerial 

Union; the President; Edward L. R. Elson, president of the Washington Federation 

of Churches and the President’s pastor; and Bishop Jonah of the Russian Orthodox 
Church.—RNS Photo. 


accompanied the clergymen, the President 
said: “I occasionally have had quarrels 
with chaplains. It was always because 
they were too diffident in their preach- 
ing. I think they should have been a 
little more belligerent in what they had 
to say.” 

Albert P. Shirkey, president of the 
Ministerial Union, presented the Presi- 
dent with a desk R.S.V. Bible. 

“We believe we have in you a spiritual 
leader,” he said. “As individuals we 
pledge to you our cooperation. As spirit- 
ual leaders of our people we shall con- 
tinually pray that God may bless you 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


James M. Appleby, professor of field work at Union Seminary in Virginia, answers 
the question put to him below, as recorded from a telephone-radio program. 


SAVED IF NOT BAPTIZED? 


Only a few months ago President 
Eisenhower was baptized. What would 
have happened if, during his career, 
he had been killed, since he was not 
baptized ? 


APPLEBY: I am sure all of us rejoice 
in this witness of the President to the 
faith that is his, which has evidently been 
his for sometime. I am very happy in- 
deed that he has publicly united with 
the church. I find myself wishing that 
even the baptismal service might have 
been public. His joining the church cer- 
tainly must give a lift to many people. 
Now, as to what would have happened 
to him if he had died before being bap- 
tized, we have to recognize, of course, 
that people have different views here, 
about the significance and the necessity 
of baptism. To me, it is a sign and seal 


4 


of something that is taking place in the 
human heart, as God in his Holy Spirit 
has come to live in an individual. Just 
the mere act of baptism is not the signif- 
icant thing. The significant thing is the 
genuine professicn of faith in a man’s 
heart. He may have been a professing 
Christian, in the sense of really accept- 
ing Jesus Christ as his personal Savior, 
for a long time. Certainly there have been 
indications that the President had been 
such for many weeks and months before 
he was received into the church. Bap- 
tism, however, comes as the outward sign 
and seal of an inward fact. It becomes 
an actual evidence of a man’s public ac- 
ceptance of Jesus Christ, in uniting with 
the church. A man might have been a 
professing Christian long before this 
baptism. In which case the act of bap- 
tism itself would have very little to do 
with his actual relationship to Christ. 


and keep you and make his face to shine 
upon you that this nation through you 
may be led from weakness to moral 
soundness and from confusion and ten- 
sion to freedom and peace.” 


A&R Board Proposes 
Hospital Insurance 


Insurance caring for hospitalization 
and surgeons’ fees added to the group 
life insurance plan inaugurated by the 
1952 Assembly is being asked by the 
Board of Annuities and Relief. 

Approximately 1,450 people serving 
the church on a full-time salaried basis 
have been included in the group life plan 
operated by the Home Life Insurance 
Co. of New York. Seven claims were 
paid during the first nine months of op- 
eration. In several cases this insurance 
came to approximately 50% or more of 
the estate of the deceased. 

The hospitalization insurance is de- 
scribed as “far more reasonable than can 
be obtained on an individual basis and is 
more liberal in the benefits offered.” 
Daily hospital benefits are listed at $8.00, 
maximum extra charges, $160; maxi- 
mum surgical benefit, $200. In addition, 
in this combination policy, (1) $4,000 
life insurance is provided for ordained 
personnel, heads of agencies and/or in- 
stitutions under 65; (2) $2,000 for skill- 
ed lay personnel under 65; (3) $1,000 
for unskilled personnel with six months 
service and all other persons who have 
reached age 65. 

The annual cost for this program is 
(numbered as above): (1) $85.20; (2) 
$52.60; (3) $36.30. Persons with de- 
pendents may insure them at an annual 
premium of $55.15 regardless of the num- 
ber with the same hospitalization benefits 
but with no life insurance. 
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@ Excerpts from the sermon of the retiring Moderator at 
the opening of the Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly 


Heritage and Hope 


“We are not of these who shrink back 
and are destroyed, but of those who have 
faith and keep their souls.’’—Hebrews 
10:39. 


T THE END of a year when 

throughout the church we have been 
recalling our own pageant of faith and 
courage, in celebration of the sesqui- 
centennial anniversary of National Mis- 
sions, I am sure we all come to this 
moment with a deep sense of thankful- 
ness in our hearts. We are grateful for 
the memory of the uncounted number 
of men and women who with so great 
devotion gave themselves to the extension 
of the gospel across our land and to the 
ends of the earth—of them, as of the 
saints of old, “the world was not worthy.” 
We are grateful for the response of the 
church today to the thrill of this history 
and for its evident commitment to the on- 
going task of this ministry. Above all, 
we are grateful to God for every mani- 
festation of his love and for the privilege 
we have of working with him to advance 
his Kingdom. So, remembering all this 
and conscious of the gravity of the present 
hour, we give thanks and address our- 
selves with renewed zea] to what his 
Spirit now summons us to do in his 
name. We say, both in confidence and 
by way of exhortation to all who share 
this heritage and this hope: “We are 
not of these who shrink back and are 
destroyed, but of those who have faith 
and keep their souls.” . 


The Price: Eternal Vigilance 


Confronting a scene of constant expan- 
sion, growth and change, the church had 
to be continually on the alert and on the 
march. Whatever the appeal of the ivory 
tower to some, the highway was the place 
for a church that had the spirit of a 
pioneer and a sense of mission in its 
heart. Throughout this year of celebra- 
tion we have been saying that the first 
great lesson of this history is that those 
who would have a Christian nation or a 
Christian world must seek it continu- 
ously. Eternal vigilance is the price 
of more than of liberty. Every day has 
its own tasks to perform, its own marches 
to make, its own battles to fight and win. 
This is our problem of relevance, to be 
always concerned with the needs, the 
problems and the understanding of the 
present day... . 

The most fundamental] question before 
the church is always the question of its 
willingmess and zeal to share its faith 

*Dr. Morse is general secretary of the 
Presbyterian, USA, Board of National 
Missions. 
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By HERMANN N. MORSE* 


and extend its ministry beyond its pres- 
ent borders. I say this is the most funda- 
mental question because experience shows 
that it is precedent to every other de- 
cision we are called on to make. It in- 
volves the basic evangelistic and mission- 
ary motives of the church, its sense of 
fellowship, its sensitivity to unfamiliar 
need. 

What results if the church becomes 
content merely to stay where it happens 
now to be, merely to build on foundations 
already laid or to strengthen bonds al- 
ready existing? Or if it is satisfied to 
restrict its fellowship to those whom it 
recognizes as obviously ‘‘our sort of 
people”? Or if it accepts as a sufficient 
objective of its efforts the maintenance 
of some strong institutions as places of 
spiritual refuge in an unredeemed so- 
ciety? Or if it looks with unseeing eyes 
at the whole moving spectacle of the mi- 
grations and struggles of men? 

Something dries up within it. It is like- 
ly meekly to surrender its whole glorious 
hope of the ultimate and universal vic- 
tory of the Kingdom. More immediately, 
it loses that source of spiritual power 
which is available not as we seek our own 
good but as we identify ourselves with 
the full sweep of Christian purpose in 
the world. Its role becomes one of di- 
minishing strength and usefulness. Cu- 
rious, isn’t it, but how close to the spirit 
of the Master, that a church can hardly 
hope to win any battle anywhere unless 
it consciously identifies itself with the 
Christian struggle across the whole bat- 
t'efield of the world? ... 


Crucial Point in the Battle 


Over and above the task of establish- 
ing and maintaining local churches and 
of winning individuals to discipleship, 
the church always faces the question of 
its impact upon the culture of the time, 
of the degree to which it can impregnate 
that culture with a spiritual quality and 
impart a spiritual direction to life. Some- 
times this seems a vague thing of which 
we become most conscious only when we 
know we have failed in it. In a day 
like the present, with its heavy accent on 
ideological struggle, its skillful manipu- 
lation of al] the media of indoctrination 
for worthy or unworthy purposes, its 
large-scale organization and impersonal 
ordering of such wide areas of human in- 
terest, this has come into sharp focus as 
the crucial point in the battle for the souls 
of men. ... 

The question of the spiritual meaning 
and direction of life is a problem of val- 


ues. We are in a day of a widespread 
and very potent secularism. In many 
ways it is a resplendent secularism, with 
high standards and not without its ideals. 
But it induces a trust in human instru- 
mentalities when experience makes it all 
too clear that they provide no solution of 
the problems of the world. This is no 
new insight but an ancient truth that our 
fathers knew. Our civil leaders are 
coming to know it, too. The hardest- 
headed realism begins to recognize the 
limitations of human power. Not all our 
wealth and science and skill can make 
our dreams of a better world come true. 
Where shall we put our trust? Our trust 
is in the Lord who made heaven and 
earth, ... 


Better to Be Missionary 


In the life and work of the church al- 
most every means by which we seek to im- 
prove the quality of our performance 
involves the danger that we will end up 
obscuring the true unity and central 
meaning of the church, for which, above 
all else, we should strive. There are 
many distinctive aspects of the church’s 
work in which men may specialize and 
for which separate agencies may be 
created. The more elaborate the program 
and the higher the standards, the truer 
this is. It has always been so, as the 
organizational history of our church il- 
lustrates. Every new insight becomes a 
project and is likely to become a board or 
a department. 

The important question, which always 
sooner or later comes to the fore, is 
“What does this mean for the life of 
the church?” To have a mission enter- 
prise is good; to be a missionary church 
is far better. So it is with every great 
impulse, in missions, in evangelism, in 
education, in service. As a separate en- 
terprise it may have great value. Its 
greatest value will be realized only as it 
is incorporated in the total life of the 
church, expressing what is deeply held 
and steadfastly lived by the church. 

In a real sense, that is the church’s 
“call to mission and unity,” a call not 
just to do something but to be something. 
It confronts the basic question of what 
is the task of the church in the world. . . . 

We pray for the emergence of the com- 
ing Great Church, and rejoice in the 
signs of its appearing. It meets our 
need, in this kind of a world, to give 
visible stature to a Christian enterprise 
over against the powerful forces with 
which we must contend for the mastery 
of the soul of our modern society. But 
it serves a deeper need. This spiritual 
unity is close to the heart of the gospel. 
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In a real sense it carries our hope of a 
redeemed world and of the triumph of 
the Kingdom. 


A Debt to Pay 

History has its uses. It reminds us 
of great dreams and the struggle for their 
realization; of great faith and the cour- 
age to live by it; of great devotion and 
the love that crowns it with glory. We 
can remember these things after the perils 
and disappointments are forgotten. But 
one other thing we must remember. We 


have a debt to pay, who owe the past so 
much. And we must pay it to the future. 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses” we set 
ourselves to “run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 

In that resolve we say with confidence 
that ‘“‘we are not of these who shrink 
back and are destroyed, but of those who 
have faith and keep their souls.” God 
grant it may be so! 


REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 





On Church Property 


The ad interim committee report on 
church property, to be presented to the 
General] Assembly for adoption on Satur- 
day afternoon, June 6, calls for an in- 
terpretation in line with the decision of 
last year’s Assembly in Charleston and 
all previous Assemblies where the issue 
has been debated. 

The committee was composed of James 
A. Millar, Jr., chairman; E. N. Rock, 
F. C. Talmage, A. C. Windham, B. O. 
Wood, Henry E. Davis, Judge M. Ray 
Doubles, Marion K. Smith, George H. 
Wright. Ail but Messrs. Windham and 
Davis signed the majority report which 
follows: 


Majority Report 


It is the opinion of the ad interim 
committee that the following paragraphs 
are merely declaratory of the existing ap- 
plicable principles found in or necessarily 
implied from the provisions of the Con- 
stitution of the Presbyterian Church. 

The committee recommends that these 
paragraphs be adopted as a declaratory 
statement by the General Assembly. If 
the General Assembly feels that an ad- 
ditional explanatory section in the Book 
of Church Order is desirable, then it is 
recommended that the following para- 
graphs be adopted as the opening para- 
graph of the paragraph numbered 163 of 
the Book of Church Order. 


Item I 


The beneficial ownership of the prop- 
erty of a particular church of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States 
is in the congregation of such church, 
and title may properly be held in any 
form, corporate or otherwise, consistent 
with the provisions of civil law in the 
jurisdiction in which such property is 
situated. The congregation, with respect 
to such property, may properly exercise 
any privilege of ownership possessed by 
property owners in such jurisdiction. In 
every instance nothing in the manner of 
tenure of such property or the use thereof 
shall be in violation of the obligation of 
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such congregation to the body of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
as established by the Constitution of such 
church. 


Item II 


Disposition of the property of a par- 
ticular church rests in the will of the con- 
gregation of that church. The congre- 
gation is that body of persons recognized 
as members of that particular church by 
the respective courts of the church. 


Minority Report 

The minority report, signed by Messrs. 
Windham and Davis, follows: 

We cannot concur in the majority 
report of the committee, and submit this 
minority report. 

It is uniformly held by the civil courts 
that title to the property of a particular 
church is a matter regulated and deter- 
mined wholly by civil law, and deliver- 
ances thereon by ecclesiastical courts are 
of no effect. Our own Book of Church 
Order recognizes this when it declares 
unequivocally in Paragraph 57 that 
church courts have “no jurisdiction in 
political or civil affairs.” 

The declaration in Paragraph II of 
the Majority Report purporting to be a 
statement of the civil law on the subject 
of the ownership of the property of a 
local church is not a correct statement of 
such law, and is not supported by the 
adjudicated cases of the courts of this 
countrv. 

The law is settled beyond any question 
that the title to real property is to be 
determined from a construction of the 
language of the deed, will or other in- 
strument in writing that passed the prop- 
erty, and such constructien is solely for 
the civil courts. No deed, will or other 
instrument in writing (wnless it expressly 
so declares) passes title to a “beneficial” 
interest in the property, but passes title 
to the property itself. Hence the use of 
the word “beneficial” in this paragraph 
is without any warrant in the law. 

The last sentence of this Paragraph 


II declares: ‘In every instance, nothing 
in the manner of tenure of such property 
or the use thereof shall be in violation 
of the obligation of such congregation 
to the body of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States as established by the 
Constitution of such Church.” Just what 
this ambiguous statement means, we do 
not pretend to know, and we venture 
to think that no one else knows. Our 
guess is that it is an effort to say that 
the tenure by which a local church holds 
its property, which is a matter solely for 
the civil courts, can be regulated by a 
so-called obligation owed by such church 
to its denomination. This is but wishful 
thinking, is not the law, and never has 
been the law. It finds no support in any 
of the controlling precedents recognized 
and followed by the civil courts. 

In the last analysis, it reduces to the 
contention that ecclesiastical courts have 
the power and authority to make binding 
deliverances respecting title to real prop- 
erty, which is a jurisdiction they do not 
pessess. 

We have reviewed the majority of the 
recognized civil precedents in this coun- 
try dealing with the property of religious 
societies, and the rule we set out as our 
Paragraph II below is what they estab- 
lish, to wit: 

II. The property of a particular church 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States is owned by the congregation, 
which consists of the communicant mem- 
bers of that particular church; and the 
title thereto may be held for such con- 
gregation in any way that conforms to 
the civil laws governing the temporalities 
of religious societies in the state in which 
the property is geographically situated. 
The holder for such congregation of the 
title to said property, whether such holder 
be a corporation, trustees, or other legal 
entity, is solely a creation of civil law, 
and such legal creation cannot be dis- 
solved or regulated, nor can its legal 
relations to said property be abrogated 
or altered, by any ecclesiastical judica- 
tory. 

Being of the opinion that “ecclesiastical 
tribunals have no authority, as recog- 
nized by law, to entertain any civil ques- 
tion, or in any manner effect a disposition 
of property by the decisions of their 
judicatories,’ which is the law univer- 
sally recognized by the civil courts of 
this country, we are opposed to the Gen- 
eral Assembly sending any declaration 
on the subject down to the presbyteries, 
as the whole proceeding would be nu- 
gatory. 

However, if any statement is to be sent 
down, we submit that our statement num- 
bered II above is the one that should 
be sent down to the presbyteries, as it 
correctly states the law; and that Para- 
graph II of the Majority Report should 
not be sent down, as it does not cor- 
rectly state the law. 
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Missions Board Stresses Evangelistic Policy 


And Formation of Native Church as Basie 


This year’s report of the Board of 
World Missions to the General Assembly 
opens with a discussion of basic pro- 
cedures in the world-wide program. It 
appears to recognize differences of opin- 
ion between extremes of hasty evangelism 
and institutionalism. It looks upon “‘fly- 
by-night” evangelism as too superficial 
in most cases but it also insists that evan- 
gelism must have a prior emphasis over 
institutionalism. It quotes last year’s 
meeting of the International Missionary 
Council in Willingen, Germany, as sus- 
taining its policy of not over-emphasizing 
the development of institutions. Evan- 
gelistic missionaries out-number all oth- 
ers two-to-one. 

Another area of disagreement is re- 
ferred to in regard to the status of the 
native church which is developed. The 
“cohesive Christian fellowship” is stress- 
ed as basic to any stable and continuing 
effort. Yet the development and encour- 
agement of such churches, it says, dimin- 
ishes the statistica] returns which can be 
reported as part of the missionary 
achievements. 

Where strong native churches develop, 
the board describes its primary purposes 
in the area of “‘pioneer evangelism” and 
training. 

A constantly awakening interest in 
world missions is described and is at- 
tributed to the increased world-mind- 
edness of people, improved communica- 
tions, mass distribution of Americans 
during the recent wars, world tensions 
that deepen a sense of alarm, and the 
interaction of national and international 
influences. Self-interest alone demands 
Christian missions, says the board, but 
it insists that expediency or less than a 
Christian motive is adequate. 

Acute problems are raised in Africa 
because of the vast expansion of the work. 
The largest number of additions to the 
church on record is reported during the 
past year in Brazil. 

Fifteen of the former 67 missionaries 
in China are now at work in Formosa 
and five more will go to work among 
the 9,000,000 Chinese there and the 
3,000,000 refugees from the mainland. 

The first wave of enthusiasm for 
Christian missions in Japan has passed, 
says the report, and a “resurging tide of 
Japan’s traditional ideologies” is seen. 
Two-thirds of the 46 missionaries in 
Japan “are young men and women with 
no previous missionary experience.”’ No 
challenge to the church is seen as more 
urgent than the need for reinforcements in 
Japan. 

In regard to Korea, the board says the 
Christian Church has become the dom- 
inant entity in its religious and spiritual 
life, the dominant ideological factor in 
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Korean life, and it will be the dominant 
force in the nation’s political life when 
peace comes. 

A more favorable trend toward Prot- 
estant missions is reported in Mexico. 
Also this mission is reported as pioneer- 
ing into new areas. 

Money and material relief adminis- 
tered for Overseas Relief and Interchurch 
Aid during the year are listed at $381,- 
047. 

The only year in which more funds 
were received for World Missions was 
1948 when the Birthday Gift of the 


Women of the Church went to that board. 
With that item deducted, the past year 
is recorded as the best in history for or- 
dinary gifts, with a total of $2,253,988. 

With 31 new missionaries sent out dur- 
ing the year (and a net gain of 17) the 
total force is now 396. However only 
one-sixth of the missionaries needed were 
supplied. “Additional personnel,” it 
says, ‘“‘is still the most critical need of our 
foreign mission work.” 

In its list of 18 recommendations to 
the Assembly, the Board asks ministers 
and their wives who are under 31 years 
of age to ‘‘consider prayerfully the urgent 
need for evangelistic missionaries on our 
major fields.” 

An increase in the number of members 
of the board from 19 to 21 is requested. 


Board of Education Does Not Encourage 
Churches to Establish Parochial Schools 


The establishment of weekday kinder- 
gartens that meet approved standards is 
looked upon with favor by the Assem- 
bly’s Board of Christian Education, in 
response to an overture referred by the 
Assembly last year. At the same time, 
the Board does not encourage parochial 
schools, though it feels that there may be 
occasional situations when such would be 
important. 

This conclusion is reported in the an- 
nual report to the Assembly. 

The board also recommends a revision 
of the chapter on the Church School in 
the Book of Church Order. 

An extensive description of the service 
of Edward D. Grant during his 18 years 
as head of this agency forms the intro- 
duction to the year’s report. Dr. Grant 
resigned last fall as executive secretary 
in order to become director of state in- 
stitutions in Louisiana. 

Full-scale and church-wide training of 
church officers is urged by the board as 
it asks the Assembly to encourage a train- 
ing class sponsored by pastor and session 
in every church. 

Important new forms are also offered 





MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Fully accredited, four-year Liberal Arts college. 
A degree. Broad curriculum with 14 majors in- 
cluding music, art, Bible, languages, dramatic arts, 
History, psychology, sociology, mathematics. Nurs- 
ery school education. Competitive scholarships. 
Morning chapel. Tree-shaded, terraced campus. 
Southern Colonial buildings. For catalog and view- 
book write Registrar, Dept. K. 


Frank B. Lewis, Ph.D., Pres., Staunton, Va. 


SHENANDOAH COLLEGE 
AND CONSERVATORY 


Under Church sponsorship but non-sectarian in na- 
ture, Shenandoah emphasizes spiritual awareness 
amoung her students. 4-year B. Music & B. Music 
Ed. degrees in piano, voice, organ, violin, cello; 
public school. Special course in church music. Also 
accredited = College: art, home ec., 'sec’l, pre-pro- 
fessional, lib. arts. Summer session. Catalog. 


Dir. of Adm., Box @, Dayton, Va. 





the Assembly to serve as a manual of 
“Duties of the Presbytery Regarding 
Candidates for the Ministry” as well as 
regulations to govern the administration 
of loan funds for those going into the 
ministry and mission service. 

The interest of Presbyterian men is 
described in the report as “at another 
high pitch” as pastors and local leaders 
are urged to employ “every practical 
means to... gear every man more fully 
into the work of his local church.” During 
the past year charters were issued to 212 
organizations. There are now 2,200 
local men’s organizations of record. 

Net sales of periodicals and books last 
year totaled $1,625,047 for a profit of 
$242,677. The Dallas store accounted 
for $394,697 of this for an increase of 
$67,269 over the previous year and a 
profit of $41,427. 





Dr. Thompson’s 
Portfolio on the 
GOSPEL OF MARK 
A-N-D ; 


An 81x11 32-page beautifully illus- 


trated copy of Mark in the R. S. V. 
For only $1; 6 for $5; 


20 for $15. 


12 for 10; 


Orders for his Ten Commandments 


Portfolio may be included. 
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EDITORIAL 














Nominating a Moderator 


Before we can overcome the usual at- 
titude toward the nomination and election 
of a Moderator of the General Assembly 
the Assembly will doubtless have to ex- 
press itself on that subject. 

That is, before the whole affair can be 
brought out into the open and_ before 
presbyteries will feel free to advance the 
names of possible Moderators, the As- 
sembly should adopt a resolution looking 
favorably upon such procedure. 

Now why should the Assembly do this ? 
Simply because members of an Assembly 
are the ones who become most aware that 
all this nominating and electing procedure 
is not the spontaneous, hands-off situa- 
tion that some people insist it is. How 
do they know? Well, if our information 
is correct, a large proportion of the pres- 
ent Assembly has been subjected to a 
campaign via long distance telephone, let- 
ters and personal contacts on behalf of a 
possible nominee. You do not have to 
call all the commissioners at an average 
cost of $3 to have that item alone amount 
to more than $1,000 and if the calls 
run to some length then the cost mounts. 
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This means that, instead of a hands-off 
policy, some groups go after this position 
in earnest and count no effort too great to 
make on its behalf. 

Then, it has not been very long ago 
when most of the commissioners to an 
Assembly received personal letters from 
a central source extolling the merits of a 
possible Moderator. When success at- 
tends such efforts, others come to feel 
that a man cannot be elected without a 
similar campaign. 

We make these comments now before 
a Moderator is named so as to avoid the 
possibility of seeming to criticize any in- 
dividual on whose behalf such efforts 
might have proved fruitful. But we do 
think the Assembly would do well to en- 
courage presbytery nominations so as to 
bring out into the open what everybody 
recognizes and thereby to encourage more 
moderate and_ straight-forward proce- 
dures. 

This would certainly encourage a great- 
er honesty of effort and it should elim- 
inate any traces of hypocrisy that might 
tend to accompany undercover campaigns 
or candidating. 


Something Else 


The Committee on the Office of the 
General Assembly is recommending that 
pastors’ salaries be deleted as a separate 
column in the statistical reports in the 


annual Minutes and that this item be in- 
cluded under Current Expenses. This is 
a step long advocated by a good many 
people who know the process by which 
many pulpit committees and others make 
their evaluation of certain ministers. 

Along with this false standard of 
values another one ought to be deleted 
at the same time: those earned and hon- 
orary degrees beside the names of min- 
isters listed in the back of the Minutes. 

With these two items gone, however, 
some pulpit committees might have a 
good bit more trouble in finding the right 
man. They might have to try to discover 
what it takes to make a really good pas- 
tor. 


Child Care Programs 


The important news item about a new 
effort in child care which is getting un- 
derway in Texas should be of more than 
passing interest to our readers (page 10). 
In recent months we have had more than 
a little discussion in these columns re- 
lated to this important subject, beginning 
with the article by Miss Theis March 2 
and continuing through a_ thoughtful 
letter by Miss White May 25. 

We have been a bit disappointed at 
one aspect of this matter—a somewhat 
strange one for OUTLOOK readers. It is 
the small amount of discussion of the 
topic by rank-and-file church people, or 








Let the U. S. Church be clear: 


HE REUNION of the Presbyte- 

rian bodies in the United States 
seems to me important and timely. As 
has been said before, a sadly divided 
church cannot give adequate leader- 
ship to a worse divided world. Par- 
ticularly is it past due that the various 
family groups in Protestantism should 
mend their differences and merge their 
efforts. We cannot afford the extrav- 
agance of so many separate bodies. 
Such extravagance is in manpower 
and organization more than in money. 
Our testimony to the body of Christ 
is not impressive to the younger 
churches throughout the world. Our 
efforts abroad have necessitated united 
effort. Do we not betray something 
less than a Christian spirit that back 
at home base we cannot unite ? 

It is significant that opposition to 
reunion is in the areas where there 
is least contact with the USA and 
U.P. Churches, and not in the border 
states. The Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary, now celebrating its one 
hundredth anniversary, is a bright ex- 
ample of the two Assemblies working 





It ls Our Move 


unitedly for fifty years with never a 
major conflicting issue arising out of 
such close cooperation. 

Christ has said, ‘Whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it.” When we 
argue about the loss to the U. S. 
Church in case of union, perhaps this 
statement is to the point. It has been 
true of other denominational bodies 
in recent years, that in an effort to 
save their lives they have lost them. 

It is not likely that we shall go on 
indefinitely as at present. In what 
spirit, then, shall we meet the inevi- 
table, which seems to many of us to 
represent the leading of God’s Holy 
Spirit? There is room for apprehen- 
sion as to the future of our church if 
once again we are responsible for the 
failure of a prospect of reunion for 
which so many have worked and pray- 
ed. Let us, in the U. S. Church, be 
clear at this point: It is our move. 


—Joun R. CUNNINGHAM, Moder- 
ator of the 1947 General Assembly, 
President of Davidson College, one- 
time President of Louisville Seminary. 
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rather, by people who are outside the 
child care field. What this indicates we 
are not entirely sure. 

For the church at large we suspect it 
may be true that few people are very 
well informed as to what the basic issues 
are, or what many of the best Christian 
social workers are recommending today 
in the field of child care. All the time, 
however, the Synod of Texas has moved 
steadily ahead to attempt to bring its 


program in line with the most enlightened 
efforts and the most careful studies that 
are available on this subject. 

We have long felt that churches ought 
to be re-examining their programs, their 
budgets and their points-of-view on this 
subject because it is entirely possible that 
in this, as in almost everything else, we 
might find better ways to do a very im- 
portant piece of work in which every 
one of us is vitally interested. 





PRESBYTERIAN CREED 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





The aim of the Christian discipline is 
the love that springs from a pure heart, 
from a good conscience, and from a sin- 
cere faith—tI1 Timothy 1:5, Moffatt. 


RESBYTERIAN churches possess 

one of the longest and most elaborate 
creeds in Christendom. We not only 
have the Confession of Faith, but its 
echoes, the Larger and the Shorter Cate- 
chisms. Unlike some other Protestant 
denominations, the Presbyterian church 
is far from non-committal about its be- 
liefs. 

It may clear the mind a bit to think 
what our creed is not, and what it is. 

It is not a textbook. A textbook or 
monograph will discuss, expound, ex- 
plain, defend. A creed is mostly confined 
to stating beliefs, not discussing them, 
still less proving or defending them. 

It is devoted to stating Christian be- 
liefs, not comparing them either with 
other varieties of Christian belief, or 
with non-Christian alternatives. Our 
Creed, called usually the “Standards,” 
does state the Calvinist position as 
over against (for instance) the Romanist 
position; but even then it does not offer 
arguments, as a rule. This is why any 
creed, including our own, is called “‘dog- 
matic.” It contains dogma, i.e., state- 
ments or affirmations of belief, rather 
than defense or discussion. 

Our creed is not a spontaneous ex- 
pression of the living faith of the living 
church. Very few persons indeed would 
spontaneously express themselves or the 
faith that is in them in the language and 
form of the Confession of Faith. This 
was prepared in England by order of 
Parliament a good three hundred years 
ago. It is expressed in learned, not 
popular, terms. Spontaneous expressions 
are never so elaborate as this; never so 
careful as this. In the 20th century they 
would never be so quaint and antique as 
this. 

Furthermore, the present writer is one 
who believes that the church of today is 
more Christian—it better understands the 
mind of Christ—than the church of the 
17th century; and therefore believes that 
if the Presbyterian Church of today had 
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the courage to state freshly its beliefs, it 
would be able to improve on the Stand- 
ards of 1648. 

And still, there would be a family 
resemblance. That is, when a modern 
Christian, especially one with a “Paul- 
ine’ turn of mind, who has become fa- 
miliar with the Bible and takes it se- 
riously, sits down and tries to put into 
writing what he does believe, he may be 
surprised to see how closely he comes to 
saying very much what the 17th-century 
churchmen were saying, only in a differ- 
ent way. Good illustrations of this may 
be seen in the 20th-century Presbyterian 
Statements of Belief, or in the Catechism 
of the United Church of Canada. 


HE Presbyterian Standards are not 

a requirement for church member- 
ship. No candidate for church member- 
ship is required to know the catechism, 
much less to subscribe to every line of 
it. It is not even expected that officers 
and ministers accept it in all details, 
though it is reasonably required that, 
being teachers of the church, they will 
accept the “system of doctrine” which 
it represents, i.e., the general pattern or 
main framework of doctrine. 

Believing it is not a pre-requisite to 
salvation. Here we differ sharply from 
churches that accept, for example, the 
Athanasian creed. In that creed there 
is a repeated declaration that unless the 
believer accepts it as stated, he will not 
be saved. But “Believe or go to hell!” 
was never a Presbyterian idea. Our 
creed is one our people are invited to 
study, not a threat of eternal punishment 
held over their heads. We do not re- 
quire our new members, as the Roman 
church does, to promise that they will 
believe whatever the church teaches, now 
or in the future, regardless of whether it 
is understood or not. If the Presby- 
terian Church adds a chapter to its creed, 
as our branch has recently done, not a 
man among us is required to believe it 
“whole and entire,” but if the Roman 
church adds (‘defines’) a dogma, all 
Roman Catholics are required to accept 
it on pain of eternal death. 

Our creed, contrary to some popular, 


or unpopular, impressions, is not a sec- 
tarian document. It is specifically non- 
Roman; but it is not specifically denom- 
inational. The present writer has had 
the experience of preaching sermons 
based on the Presbyterian creed, and be- 
ing told afterwards that one or another 
hearer had ‘“‘enjoyed” that ‘‘good Metho- 
dist sermon” or Episcopalian, as the case 
might be. A student from the Church 
of God, after three years at a Presbyterian 
Seminary, told the writer that so far as 
he could see, there were only a few 
points where the beliefs of his church 
varied from those he had encountered in 
his Presbyterian classrooms, and _ these 
did not affect the foundations of his 
faith. 


HEN what is the Presbyterian creed ? 

In it are two basic principles which 
can help the Christian who wants se- 
riously to understand what be believes. 
First, our creed is careful to make it 
plain that the Bible, not the creed itself, 
is the basic authority for the church. 
The word of God, expressed in the 
Scriptures, judges the church, judges 
every church’s creed. We are not to read 
the Bible in the light of the creed, but 
to look at the creed in the light of the 
Bible. 

Then could we not dispense with the 
Confession of Faith altogether and live 
by the Bible alone? Here our creed it- 
self gives us an answer. In chapter 33, 
it says in so many words that all synods 
and councils (that is, all church bodies) 
may err, and many have erred. The 
fathers of 1648 could not exclude them- 
selves from that statement. They did 
not regard themselves as infallible. But 
they go right on to say that “therefore 
they [synods and councils] are not to be 
made the rule of faith or practice, but to 
be used as a help in both.” 

The meaning is clear enough. The 
fathers of 1648, having done their level 
best to state in logical terms the sub- 
stance of Christian doctrine, are saying 
to the church: Do not expect us to be 
infallible. No synod and no church court 
since the time of the Apostles has been 
free from the possibility of error. What 
we ourselves have found in the creeds of 
former times, and what we hope you may 
find in our new Confession of Faith, is 
a help; a help for your faith, a help for 
your daily Christian life. 

Taken for a rule, the Presbyterian 
creed may be a chain, or a crutch at best. 
Taken as its framers intended, it can 
be a help both to heart and mind. It is 
not an electric fence to close us in. It is 
rather an electric beacon to guide us 
forward. It is a voice from men of deep 
conviction, challenging us to faith, sum- 
moning us to move forward in the light 
of the Word of God. 


BEGINNING NEXT WEEK — A 
twelve-weeks series on ‘‘Foreordination 
and Freedom.”’ 
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Expanded Child Care 


Plan Starts in Texas 


Texas News Letter 


The placement of needy children in the 
best possible situation is now an official 
part of the program of the Synod of Texas. 
A synod’s commission on child placement 
has established a board of trustees of a 
Child Placement Agency with R. Mat- 
thew Lynn of Midland as chairman. The 
commission has instructed the board to 
employ a “professional child-placement 
worker of deep Christian convictions and 
competent talents.” All child placements 
of needy children will clear through this 
board, including those placed in an adop- 
tive home, a foster home or an institu- 
tion. This action followed the expressed 
desire of the synod, expressed annually 


for the past three years but consistently 
opposed by the trustees of the synod’s 
home and school. Opposition was based 
upon the conviction that child-care and 
child-placement programs would never 
mix. The commission has asked the 
Moderator of synod to seek a joint meet- 
ing of the two boards at an early date to 
review the wishes of synod and to urge 
the functional consolidation of the two 
groups. The state department of child 
welfare has given an enthusiastic welcome 
to this new step which has been taken in 
an effort to provide the best possible 
placement for such children. 


Presbyterians Are Active in 
Organizing State Council 

Texas Presbyterians, U. S., were very 
much in evidence when the Texas Council 
of Churches was organized May 5 in 
Dallas. There the 150 delegates made 
short work of their job, elected officers 
(TCU’s M. E. Sadler as president), 
planned a program and got to work. Then 
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the Council elected Harold Kilpatrick, 
an elder who has headed the San An- 
tonio Council, as executive secretary of 
the state council. His headquarters will 
be in Austin. Other Presbyterians named 
to important posts were Judge W. O. 
Murray of San Antonio, vice-president, 
and Hulon W. Black of Austin, treas- 
urer. The Council will work at bettering 
relations between the member denomina- 
tions, establishing cooperative chaplain 
services for state institutions, assisting 
in religious work in military and defense 
areas, and ministering to the large mi- 
grant population. Other denominations co- 
operating include: Augustana Lutheran, 
Congregational Christian, Disciples, 
African Methodist Episcopal, Methodist, 
Episcopal, Czech Moravian, Evangelical 
and Reformed, Evangelical United 
Brethren, and Presbyterian, USA. The 
Texas Youth Council is also affiliated. 


Houston Churches Make 


Large Extension Plans 


Representatives of Houston’s 17 Pres- 
byterian churches met recently to form a 
Presbyterian Extension Committee. Pat- 
terning their effort on the program that 
has achieved such success in Dallas for 
the past six years, the Houston churches 
are setting a goal of $55,000 a year to in- 
vest in starting new churches and 
strengthening Presbyterianism generally 
in that area. Dallas Presbytery’s execu- 
tive, Cecil H. Lang, who has led the 
Dallas effort, spoke to the Houston group 
at its beginning. Karl H. Oelfke, elder 
in the Church of the Covenant, is the 
first president. A second Negro church 
is being considered as the possible first 
project. 


Latin-American Program 
Makes Impressive Start 


Synod’s far-reaching program of un- 
dergirding the Latin-American work in 
the state with its full resources (Ovurt- 
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most anywhere in the building and turn- 
ing over the regular offices and all other 
available space to the relief workers. 


Yorktown Boy Will Get 
First Lubbock Scholarship 

James Milton Campbell, son of the 
pastor of the Yorktown church, has been 
chosen as the first recipient of the Dan 
G. Lubbock Scholarship Award. Estab- 
lished by Mr. Lubbock of Houston, the 
award is offered a graduating senior at 
Austin College who is entering Austin 
Seminary. It is made on the basis of 
character, personality, scholastic ability 
and promise of usefulness in the ministry 
and the recipient is determined by the 
dean of Austin College and the dean and 
president of Austin Seminary. It covers 
board, room, books and some incidentals. 


Miscellany 
The First church of Denton recently 
observed a three-day Diamond Jubilee 
celebration by tracing its 75-year history 
and by planning for a vigorous future. 
. . The three-year-old Preston Hollow 
church in Dallas, of which the writer is 
pastor, dedicated its new $400,000 plant 
on May 31... . New churches organized: 
Pilgrim in San Antonio with 57 mem- 
bers, April 26, and First of Nocona, 
with 32 members, March 19... . The 
University church of Austin is well 
along toward completion of its new sanc- 
tuary. .The Dallas Extension Com- 
mittee has secured a lot on which to start 
the city’s first Negro Presbyterian church. 
Dan Williams of Highland Park 
church heads the Dallas Extension Com- 
mittee for the new year. .. .Glenn Mur- 
ray and family, at home from Africa on 
emergency furlough, are returning to the 
Congo this month. Mr. Murray has led 
San Antonio’s extension program during 
the vear.... A mimeographed newspaper, 
serving the larger parish of Leander- 
Llano-Burnet (just begun in April), has 
made its appearance to serve this field 
and to keep members in al] three com- 
munities informed of local happenings. 
Dallas. Rost. P. DouGLass. 


No. 44 in a series on congregational singing 


How to Play Hymns 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


6. The Hymn Player Follows 
the Text 


The most important part of a hymn is 
the text. The pianist who tries to bring 
out the meaning of the text by careful 
phrasing finds it comparatively easy to 
do so in well-wrought hymns like “When 
I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” “Lead 
On, O King Eternal,” and “Joyful, Joy- 
ful We Adore Thee.” In these hymns 
the textual] and musical phrases coincide 
at almost every point. 

The problem of intelligent phrasing 
becomes complex, however, in the many 
hymns where the musical phrase ends in 
the middle of a thought group, between 
subject and verb, or between verb and 
direct object. In the following examples 
the musical phrase arrives at its point 
of momentary repose at the end of each 
line. Here the congregation takes a 
breath ordinarily. The thought, how- 
ever, is completed in the next line, and 
unless careful concentration is main- 
tained, most of the singers will have the 
thread of thought snatched from them 
by this interruptive act of breath taking. 


The Lord’s My Shepherd: 
“He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; he leadeth me 
The quiet waters by.” 
In the Cross of Christ I Glory: 
“When the sun of bliss is beaming 
Light and love upon my way.” 
What is to be done with spots like 
these? Some pianists, by keyboard ex- 
ample and sometimes by verbal precept, 
can teach a choir and, rarely, a congrega- 
tion, to carry over the end of a musical 
phrase without a breath and thus not to 
break the textual phrase. Such effort, 
however, is often costly. The singers vir- 
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tuously span the end of the musical phrase, 
but with collapsed lungs, they frequently 
must gasp for breath before reaching 
their destination—the period, semicolon, 
or comma. I do not mean to infer that 
it is not possible frequently to accom- 
plish this adjustment of a musical and 
a textual phrase. However, unless it is 
easy to sing a complete verbal phrase with 
one supply of breath and unless the ma- 
jority of the congregation comprehends 
the scheme, it seems better to me to go 
on and take a breath at the end of each 
line and to try to keep the thought se- 
quence unbroken in the minds of the 
singers. 

What to Do With Punctuation 

Punctuation marks in hymns, we have 
seen, cause much trouble. It is a mis- 
take to believe that every comma means 
a breath or a break in time. There are 
two kinds of commas, one of which im- 
plies a breath, the other of which is ob- 
served by a slight leaning on the preced- 
ing syllable. The comma in “Be still, my 
soul: the Lord is on thy side,” obviously, 
does not indicate a breath or a break 
after “still.” To chop up the first line of 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” 
and ‘Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, 
the King of Creation!” is inexcusable. 
Generally speaking, no mark of punctu- 
ation should cause a break in the move- 
ment of a hymn except at the ends of 
musical phrases and lines. The last 
lines of “O Worship the King” and 
“How Firm a Foundation” are two no- 
table exceptions. 

A hymn player who pays attention to 
these instructions will perforce have to 
keep his eyes on the text of all stanzas. 
He must always play the words as well 
as the music. 

A pianist should also sing (quietly, 
preferably, lest he be unable to hear the 
congregation) in order that he may 
breathe sympathetically with those whom 
he accompanies. By so doing, he is 
more apt to allow just the right amount 
of time for the various breaths needed in 
the hymn. 


GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


F Church Furniture - Stoles 
JZ es Embroideries - Vestments 
i» Hangings - Communion 
i Sets - Altar Brass Goods 
(KC , PS CATALOG OW REQUEST \ 
CHURCH GOODS 
a ina SUPPLY COMPANY 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





op 
fr 
fa 
to 
ta 


AY? 


hi 


yr 
1g 


he 


ve 
ns 
re 


n- 
b- 


ist 


IK 





The Practice of Christian 
Liberty 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 21, 1953 
Galatians 5-6; Text 5:13-18; 5:22-6:5 


Our lesson for this week is admirably 
adapted to the needs of the present day. 
As a people we are impatient of restraint. 
Young people and older people demand 
freedom, liberty to live their own lives 
in their own way. And Paul is the 
apostle of Christian liberty. His letter 
to the Galatians rings with the call to 
freedom. The keynote is struck in 5:13: 


“You Were Called to Freedom, 
Brethren” 

We find the same sentiment in the 
opening verse of the fifth chapter: ‘‘For 
freedom Christ has set us free; stand 
fast therefore, and do not submit again 
to a yoke of slavery.” These words cer- 
tainly have a modern ring. 

Why does Paul issue this clarion 
call? What sort of freedom did he have 
in mind? Freedom from what? Free- 
dom to what extent? 

1. Freedom from law as a means of 
salvation. That is the real theme of 
Paul’s letter to the Galatians. The Jews 
had developed and extended the require- 
ments of God’s Word and made from 
them a detailed code which covered all 
the exigencies of life. This law included 
not only moral elements but also cere- 
menial elements, like circumcision and 
the scrupulous observance of the Sab- 
bath. No one could be saved, it was 
believed, unless he lived his life in ac- 
cordance with these legal enactments. 
Paul, revolting from this difficult and 
impossible conception of salvation, taught 
that men were saved by faith in Jesus, 
meaning not simply belief in him as Son 
of God, but trust in him as Savior and 
surrender to him as Lord. 

2. Freedom from rules as a wav of life. 
It seems to follow from Paul’s main thesis 
that the Christian cannot be bound by any 
ironclad and unvaryiny code of conduct. 
No one can draw up a set of rules and 
say that a Christian must do this or 
refrain from doing that. This does not 
mean that Christians dispense with all 
rules, or refuse to accept any standards of 
conduct. Society necessarily makes rules 
that grow out of its corporate experience 
and therefore deserve respect. But no 
rule can ever be more than an approxi- 
mation. The Christian remains free to 
regulate his own life by his own con- 
science. 

Does this mean that a Christian is 
free to act as he pleases? Some of Paul’s 
opponents said that this was the logical 
result of his emphasis on Christian free- 
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dom. And many men today who know 
nothing of Paul’s teaching hold also that 
liberty means license. It was to guard 
against this misconception that Paul 
wrote our present lesson. The theme that 
he develops is put before us at the very 
beginning: ‘‘You were called to free- 
dom, brethren; only do not use your free- 
dom as an opportunity for the flesh.” 
(5:33) 

The word “only” calls attention not 
to an exception to the preceding state- 
ment but to an important addition. It 
introduces a most significant element of 
the apostle’s teaching concerning free- 
dom, one which has not been previously 
mentioned but which occupies his thought 
throughout the remainder of this chapter. 
On this word, as a hinge, the thought of 
the epistle turns from freedom to a sharp- 
ly contrasted aspect of the matter, the 
danger of abusing freedom. 

Jesus Christ brings freedom to the 
Christian but this freedom is not a free- 
dom that can be used as an occasion for 
the flesh. Paul uses the word “flesh” 
here not in a physical sense but in an 
ethical sense, meaning “that element of 
man’s nature which is opposed to good- 
ness and makes for evil.” Weymouth 
translates it as “lower nature.” The 
Christian, Paul says, must not use his 
freedom for the gratification of his lower 
nature. There are two things, he pro- 
ceeds to point out, that will prevent such 
abuse of his freedom in Christ. 


I. The Christian Life Is a Life 
of Love, 5:13-15 

For the Christian, says Paul, the 
whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
No man is a real believer in Jesus, no 
man, therefore, possesses the freedom of 
which Paul is writing, unless his life is 
actuated by love. Such a man can dis- 
pense with law or with a system of rules, 
because love is the fulfillment of God’s 
law. A man whose life is governed by 
his love for his fellowmen doesn’t need 
a detailed code of ethics imposed upon 
him from without. Love meets every 
situation in the right way, in the spirit 
of Jesus, as an ironclad code of ethics 
can never do. Love, therefore, carries 
out the ideal of God’s law, and in a much 
better way than if one lives by outward 
rules and regulations. 

Christians, then, will through love, be 
servants of one another. To love, in the 
Bible, does not mean to like, but to be 


actuated by goodwill. Paul does not sug- 
gest, therefore, that a Christian will have 
either a spontaneous or a cultivated af- 
fection for all of his fellowmen, but that 
he will have a desire to help or benefit 
them, and that this desire will lead him 
to serve his fellowmen as the opportunity 
arises. Such service does not mean sub- 
jection of one’s will to others, but vol- 
untary devotion to their welfare. 

In the 15th verse Paul applies this law 
of love to the situation in Galatia. “If 
you bite and devour one another,” the 
Apostle warns, “take heed that you are 
not consumed by one another.” He is 
evidently referring to certain disturbances 
within the church. If you keep on fight- 
ing instead of cooperating with one an- 
other, you will destroy one another, says 
Paul. But this warning can be applied 
to other areas of life as well, to the 
church, the community, the nation and 
the world. If we live by the law of the 
jungle we shall all perish. If through 
love we become servants of one another 
we shall live. 


II. The Christian Life Is a Life 
in the Spirit, 5:16-26 

In this section Paul distinguishes two 
modes of life: life in the flesh and life in 
the spirit. Flesh is used here, as before, 
in a definitely ethical sense—a man’s 
lower nature. Spirit refers to the Holy 
Spirit, or to a man’s spiritual or higher 
nature. There is war going on, Paul 
says, between a man’s higher nature and 
his lower nature, between the flesh and 
the spirit. If a man yields to his flesh, 
to his lower nature, the results are evi- 
dent—in the so-called sins of the flesh, 
drunkenness and immorality, for exam- 
ple, and in the no less dangerous sins 
of the spirit—jealousy, envy, anger, self- 
ishness and the like. 

Over against the works of the flesh 
Paul sets the fruit of the Spirit. The 
word “fruit” is suggestive. It indicates 
that love, joy, peace and all the other 
virtues enumerated by Paul are the na- 
tural outgrowth of God’s indwelling 
Spirit within our hearts. 

What then is the fruit of the Spirit? 
Paul lists nine distinct virtues: (1) Love 
for God and man, meaning as we have 
seen, a desire to benefit, a willingness to 
serve. (2) Joy based on right relations with 
God, which endures even in the worst of 
circumstances. (3) Peace with God and 
therefore a peace within, a peace which 
frees one from all anxiety and fear. 
This Christian peace, says Frederick K. 
Stamm was “neither the calm of inac- 
tivity nor the mere passive enjoyment of 
freedom from strife. It was not the 
imperturbability of the Epicurean or the 
apathy of the Stoic or the contempla- 
tion of the mystic. The man who pos- 
sessed it was not exempt from storm and 
shipwreck, but by faith he knew that he 
would arrive in port (Acts 27:21-25) 
and that all was well for him and his 


13 








fellow men-of-faith for time and eternity. 
And so, where all else was panic, he 
played the man.” (Interpreter’s Bible) 
(4) Longsuffering, i.e., forbearance or pa- 
tience (RSV), which enables one to en- 
dure wrong or exasperating conduct with- 
out anger or taking vengeance. (5) 
Gentleness, according to the KJV, or 
better, kindness, as the word is translated 
in the RSV—kindness in what we say 
and do not say, in what we do and do 
not do. (6) Goodness, which means not 
merely being good, but being good for 
something and doing good to others. (7) 
Faith, according to the KJV, or faith- 
fulness, as it is in the RSV. The Greek 
word may mean one or the other, and the 
first leads to the second. If we have 
faith in God we shall be faithful to 
every responsibility. (8) Meekness, ac- 
cording to KJV, or gentleness, as the 
word is translated in our modern ver- 
sions. ‘The Greek word has two distinct 
meanings—first, submissiveness to God, 
acceptance of his will for one’s life; and 
second, consideration, gentleness toward 
man. ‘There is no thought here of ‘“‘sub- 
mission without resistance to the wrongs 
of men,” but rather recognition and con- 
siderateness of others, as opposed to the 
arrogant and self-assertive spirit. The 
meek man in the Bible sense is the gentle- 
man. (9) Self-control, as it is rendered 
in the RSV, not temperance, as in the 
KJV. It refers to the mastery of one’s 
own desires, impulses, appetites and pas- 
sions. 

Against such things, Paul says, there 
is no law. Without doubt, this is an 
understatement of the Apostle’s thought 
for rhetorical effect. The mild assertion 
that there is no law against such things 
has the effect of an emphatic assertion 
that these things fully meet the require- 
ments of the (divine) law. On the other 
hand, law itself will not produce them. 
Christian character comes from the Holy 
Spirit working within, not from com- 
pulsion from without. 

Paul has described the two modes of 
life, the antagonists struggling for as- 
cendency within us—flesh and Spirit, our 
lower natures and our higher natures, 
the inclination to good and the tempta- 
tion to evil—to one or the other of which 
each of us must yield. The man who 
belongs to Jesus, he adds, has crucified 


or put to death his lower nature. He is 
yielding himself to God’s Spirit within. 
“If we live by the Spirit,” Paul con- 
cludes, “let us also walk by the Spirit.” 
In other words, let us live our whole life 
in accordance with the mind of Christ, 
meeting every situation as we are led 
to see that he would have us meet it. 


Ill. The Christian Life Is a 
Brotherhood, 6:1-6 

Paul recognizes that some of those who 
purpose to live by the Spirit will stumble 
and fall. And so he reminds Christians 
of their mutual responsibility. ‘‘Breth- 
ren,” he says, “if a man is overtaken 
(detected) in any trespass, you who are 
spiritual (living by the Spirit) restore 
(a medical term meaning repair or re- 
store; the tense suggests patience and 
continued effort) him in a spirit of gen- 
tleness (rather than meekness, as in the 
KJV).” 

Every man has his own burden of temp- 
tation and misfortune to bear; but he 
must help his neighbor also to bear his. 
As Lyman Abbott wrote: 

“The way to lighten our own burden is 
to take on someone else’s burden. The 
way to get comfort in our sorrow is to 
give comfort to others in their sorrow. 
Self-pity is always perilous. There is a 
selfishness in sorrow; let us beware of 
it. A time of fear is a time which calls 
for a ministry of courage; a time of 
doubt for a ministry of faith; a time of 
widespread trouble is an opportunity for 
widespread and varied service. In solving 
other’s problems we solve our own; in 
caring for the trouble of others we for- 
get our own.” 

Vs. 3 implies that unwillingness to 
share another’s burden is due to conceit. 
Conceiving ourselves without fault, we 
have no sympathy with those whose fault 
is evident and refuse to make their short- 
comings any concern of ours. The glory- 
ing or pride of such a man comes from 
comparing himself with his neighbor 
whom he outstrips in this respect or that 
rather than with what he himself might 
be in Christ. If a man tests his own 
work and honestly feels it to be good he 
may be pleased but he must not compare 
it with his neighbor’s success or failure 
in such a way as to be provoked either 
to jealousy or self-pride. “For each 
man,” says Paul, “will have to bear 
his own load”—his own load, not only 
of sorrow, but also of failure and sin. 
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In vs. 2 Paul says, “Bear one another’s 
burdens.” In vs. 5 he says, “Each man 
will have to bear his own burden or load.” 
There is no contradiction. Each of us 
can and must help our neighbors in their 
burden-bearing; at the same time each 
of us has a burden from which he can- 
not wholly escape for which he himself 
is finally responsible. It is the man 
who knows that he has a burden of his 
own who is willing to bear his fellow’s 
burden, and the man who helps his neigh- 
bor with his burden is the one who finds 
his own burden easier to bear. 


IV. The Christian Life Is Amen- 
able to the Laws of the 
Universe, 6:7-10 


Paul is dealing with the problem of 
Christian freedom. Freedom, he has ar- 
gued, will not lead to license: first, be- 
cause the genuine Christian is dominated 
by love; second, because he is guided by 
the Spirit. There will be failures, of 
course; no man will measure up to the 
ideal; but the Christian who stumbles 
will be helped by other members of the 
Christian community. 

But what about those Christians whose 
lives are not motivated by love; who 
do not allow the Spirit to produce the 
fruit in their lives; who do not respond 
to the efforts of the church? 

Paul reminds such, if there be any 
among his readers, that the Christian 
life is amenable to the natural law of 
the universe. God is not mocked; what- 
soever a man sows that shall he also 
reap. Those who allow their faith to 
become an excuse for laxity, who convert 
their freedom into license, think they can 
laugh in their sleeves, literally turn up 
their noses, says Paul, at the Creator of 
the Universe, but they are mistaken. The 
harvest that a man reaps denends wpon 
the seed he has sown. If his life is dom- 
inated by his lower nature, the end is 
death. If his life is controlled by the 
Spirit his mortal life will bloom out into 
everlasting life. 

In the last analysis everyone must 
choose between a life dominated by the 
flesh and a life dominated by the Spirit, 
between a life inspired by love and a life 
marked by the lack of love. For each 
of us the law of the harvest prevails. 
Whatever a man sows that will he also 
reap, in this life and also in the life to 
come. In the midst of the present world 
distress we do well to remember that this 
law of the harvest applies not only to 
individuals but also to nations. Only in 
this case one generation reaps what an- 
other has sown. What we sow, what 
we are now sowing, our children will 
reap. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by the Division of Education, National 


Council of Churches. Scripture quotations from 
the Revised Standard Version. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


HONORARY DEGREES 

HAMPDEN-SyDNEY: Laurence F. Kinney, 
LL.D.; George E. Bennet, and Hugh C. 
Brenaman, Sc. D.; Harry A. Fifield and 
Luther L. Price, D. D. 


WESTMINSTER (Mo.): James Woodson, 
missionary to Brazil, D. D.; I. B. Tigrett, 
president, G. M. & O. R. R. Co., and Lt. 
Gen. A. R. Bolling, Ft. McPherson, Ga., 
LL.D. 

Davipson: E. B. Robinson, Talladega, 
Ala., H. D. Brown, Rock Hill, S. C., L. A. 
Taylor, Wilmington, N. C., D. D.; Chas. 
S. Sydnor, Duke University, Litt. D.; 
Judge Wm. H. Bobbitt, Charlotte, N. C., 








All Summer 


Dr. Thompson Will Be On 


RADIO 


Dr. Thompson’s current discussions of 
the Sunday school lesson are being broad- 
cast over the stations listed below, with 
new ones being added almost daily. If 
they are not reaching your area you may 
wish to encourage that this be done. Min- 
isters’ groups, councils of churches and 
others can arrange for this through local 
stations and through the Protestant Ra- 
dio Center, 712 Henry Grady Bldg., 
Atlanta 3, Ga. (See local papers, your 
Sunday church bulletin, or telephone sta- 


and E. H. Little, Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
Co., New York, LL. D. 
LINDENWOOD: Philip Hickey, 
Lavone A. Hanna, Litt. D. 
JOHNSON C. SmirH: Robert Hamlin 
Stone, Charlotte, N. C., D. D. 


LL.D.; 


MAN OF THE YEAR 

President Marshall W. Brown of South 
Carolina’s Presbyterian College was named 
“Man of the Year” by the Men of the 
synod at their recent conference at Myrtle 
Beach. Dr. Brown was cited for “out- 
standing churchmanship” as a leader of 
youth. Hugh S. Jacobs of Clinton was 
elected president of the synod’s men at 
that meeting. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





THE RouNp WInNpDow. Elizabeth All- 
strom. Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.00, 
cloth. $1.25, paper. 

RAMEY. Jack Farris. 
Co., Philadelphia. $3.00. 


CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, « cash with h order. 


J. B. Lippincott 








WANTED: Nurses Aides for Hospital for 

Crippled Children. High School gradu- 
ates preferred. Write Superintendent, 
The Scettish Rite Hospital, Decatur, Ga. 
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EXPOSITORY PREACHING FOR TODAY 
Andrew W. Blackwood 


A master preacher and teacher of preachers here shows how to 
originate, develop, and maintain a sound, forceful expository style. 


The Chapters: THE Ways oF Exposirory PREACHERS—THE GOALS IN 
EXxposITORY PREACHING—THE SELECTION OF A BIBLE PASSAGE 
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tions for broadcast time.) 


ALABAMA Burlington WBBB 
Guntersville WGSV urham WTIkK 
Brewton WEBJ ickory _ _WIRC 
Troy WTBF Kings Mountain WKMT 
Dothan WDIG Asheville WSKY 
Auburn WAUD Winston-Salem WSJS 
Tuskegee WTUS Wallace WLSE 
Asheboro WGWR 
ARKANSAS Wilson WGTM 
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Lexington WBUY 
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Panama City WDLP Morehead City WMBL 
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Maysville WFTM 
Owensboro WOMI VIRGINIA 
Somerset WSFC Norfolk WTAR 
Henderson WSON Richmond WRVA 
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Yazoo City WAZF Clifton Forge WCFV 
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Henderson WHNC Logan WVOW 
Dunn WCKB Ronceverte WRON 
Elkin WIFM Princeton WLOH 
Thomasville WTNCO Williamson WBTH 
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GATHERING OF SERMON MATERIALS—THE QUEST FOR THE UNIFYING 
TRUTH—THE VARIETIES OF SERMON STRUCTURE—THE CONCERN ABOUT 
A FITTING STYLE—THE CALL FOR A PLEASING DELIVERY—THE QUESTIONS 
FROM AN OPEN FoRUM—THE EFFECT UPON THE LOCAL PAstTor. 


For every minister and ministerial student—a thorough and practical 
guidebook whose use will reward both pastor and people. 


STRANGE TEXTS BUT GRAND TRUTHS 


Clarence E. Macartney 


From 17 strange or obscure Bible texts Dr. Macartney draws grand 
truths of life and religion. In the unique Macartney style he paints a 
vividly realistic word picture of the characters and scenes which make 
up the context of the Bible phrase and, against this background, stresses 
the necessity—and the reward—of living by the Ten Commandments 
and the teachings of Jesus. 


Some of the texts: “A woman slew him”’—‘“Stings in their tails .. .” 
—Dig now in the wall’—‘“In a whale’s belly’—“The mule that was 
under him went away’—‘“Wherefore did Sarah laugh?” $2.50 


NEW LIGHT FROM OLD LAMPS 


Roy L. Smith 


Each of these 232 realistic, one-page essays explores a Bible text 
quoted from both the Revised Standard and King James Versions. The 
abundance of “new light” from the Revised Standard Version is fo- 
cused upon the everyday problems of everyday people. Old and fa- 
miliar passages take on new meanings and Dr. Smith’s terse, epigram- 
matic comments provide memorable applications. 


Some of the Themes: The Rock Base of Democracy—The High Cost 
of Cheap Living—Nations That Have Been Seduced—Burn By Our 
Own Fires—Life Has So Many Dry Wells—Soul Erosion—Aristocrats 
of the Spiritual. $1.75 


At Your Bookstore 
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CHANGES 


T. M. Howze, Spring Hill, Tenn., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Etowah anti Nonaburg 
churches, address: Georgia Ave., Etowah, 
Tenn. 

DonaLp F. Boss from Socorro, N. M., to 
Institute of Outgoing Missionaries, Mon- 
treat, N.C. 

DANIEL D. Ruopes, professor of Bible 
and philosophy and dean of students at 
Davis and Elkins College, has been ap- 
pointed associate professor of Bible and 
philosophy at Southwestern at 
effective next fall. 

NorRMAN B. 


Memphis, 


Gises, of the faculty of 
Southwestern at Memphis has accepted a 
call to the First church, Jackson, Tenn. 

Harry A. FirieLp, formerly of Lynch- 
burg, Va., of the First church, At- 
lanta, Ga., is at 1328 Peachtree St., N. E. 

CHARLES E. Book, formerly minister of 
education at Grace Covenant church, 
Richmond, Va., is now at 212 W. 79th St., 
New York City, where he will take grad- 
uate work at Union Seminary and Colum- 
bia’s Teachers College 
minister of education in the 
Collegiate Church, of 
Romi«c is pastor. 

Tom C. McGErE Port Aransas, 
Texas, to Box 848, Harlingen, Texas. 

BERNARD MUNGER, Corinth, 
three months’ leave of absence, at 410 
Pritchard Ave., Chapel Hill, N. C. 

R. H. SHOWALTER, formerly of Lancas- 
ter, S. C., is in Arlington, Fla. 

PauL Bonn, of Lydia Robson church, 
Charleston, W. Va., has just become pastor 
of the Melrose church, Princeton, W. Va. 

Harvey H. Orr, Spencer, W. Va., will 
become stated supply of the Lydia Robson 
church, Charleston, W. Va., June 7. 

ARTHUR B. SmitH from Neosho, Mo. to 
6901 State St., E. St. Louis, IIl. 

WARREN H. BALL from Princeton Semi- 
nary to the Presbyterian Church, Chris- 
tiana, Pa. 

JAMES A. MCALPINE, on furlough from 
Japan, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. After 
Sept. 1; 1312 E. St., Sherman, 
Texas. 

WALTER Jr., from Sherman, 
Texas, to 1404 Caddo, Commerce, Texas. 

FRANK BELL Lewis, president of Mary 
Baldwin College, has accepted the call to 
the chair of Christian Ethics 
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Seminary in Virginia, effective in 1954 
after several months of travel and prep- 
aration. (OvuTLOOK, June 1) 

Davip W. SPRUNT, who has just com- 
pleted studies at Union Seminary in Vir- 
ginia leading to the doctor’s degree, will 
become director of religious work and 
associate professor of religion next year 
at Washington and Lee University. 


FRATERNAL DELEGATES 

LAURENCE F. Kinney, of Southwestern 
at Memphis, was the fraternal delegate 
to the Presbyterian, USA, General Assem- 
bly in Minneapolis instead of WILLIAM M. 
Euuiotr, Jr., who could not go. 

John Page Williams, of the Montreat, 
N. C., staff, was the fraternal delegate to 
the A. R. P. General Synod at 
Clarken, N. C. 


Bon 


PORTRAIT 

ALEX R. BATCHELOR, secretary of the 
Assembly's Negro Work, was honored at 
Stillman College during the ministers’ 
lecture series when a portrait of Dr. 
Batchelor was presented to the college 
by the ministers of Snedecor Region. 


ENGAGED 

JAMES T. MAGRUDER, missionary to Ja- 
pan, and Frances Craig, now of Little 
Rock, Ark., have announced their engage- 
ment with the expectation of “being 
settled in Kobe and ready to begin lan- 
guage school by the middle of September.” 


FIRST APPOINTEE 
GrorcGE F. MacLeop, founder and direc- 


tor of the Iona Community in Scotland, 
has been named as the first appointee to 
the recently-established Harry Emerson 
Fosdick Visiting Professorship at Union 
Seminary, New York. A $250,000 gift 
by John D. Rockfeller III for the estab- 
lishment of this professorship was an- 
nounced by President HENRY P. Van 
DUSEN. 


COLLEGE IN FORMOSA 

THOMAS WESLEY GRAHAM, New York, 
of Connecticut Valley Presbytery (USA), 
has been appointed representative of the 
United Board for Christian Colleges in 
China to establish a Christian college on 
the island of Formosa. Dr. Graham was 
to reach Taipei early this month. 


DREs 


Irene Roberts from Durham, N. C., to 
the First church, Danville, Va. 
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FOUNDED IN 1849 


AUSTIN COLLEGE 


Consistently, effectively serving the Church in higher education, 
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